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LANL sponsors Recovery Act Job Fair

October 30, 2009

Nearly 500 seek positions, from laborers to project
managers
Los Alamos, New Mexico, October 30, 2009—Nearly 500 job seekers turned out for
a Los Alamos National Laboratory-sponsored job fair near Española, New Mexico,
on Thursday. The job fair was aimed at filling current and future positions with
subcontractors working on environmental cleanup under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, as well as other Lab work.

Ten of the Lab’s prime subcontractors and the New Mexico Workforce Connection
accepted résumés and applications during the event at the Ohkay Conference Center.

“There was a line of 95 people waiting when the doors opened,” said Gordon Dover, the
Laboratory’s deputy director for Recovery Act environmental cleanup. “We’ve had great
turnout.”
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Employers at the fair said they’ll need everything from laborers and heavy equipment
operators to safety professionals and project managers. Workforce Connection officials
said the event was especially timely because of the closure of a molybdenum mine in
Northern New Mexico.

“The Lab has been a really good neighbor to these communities,” said Adrian Ortiz, a
program manager for the Northern Area Local Workforce Development Board. “It’s not a
closed shop up there [at the Lab] for local businesses.”

The Laboratory received $212 million in Recovery Act funding for environmental
cleanup and monitoring in late July. Since then, the Lab has preselected four small
businesses for up to $100 million in demolition and decontamination work and created
or saved more than 160 jobs.

Recovery Act projects include demolition of 20 unused, Cold War-era buildings and
structures. The Lab’s first landfill will be excavated, cleaned to residential standards,
and made available for transfer to Los Alamos County.
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